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Pyramid of the Moon, seen from the top of the Pyramid of the Sun near Mexico City. Photo by M. Luckett 

History 50: World History to 1500 (Spring 2019) 
Sections 81441 
Instructor: Dr. Matt Luckett 
Email:  mluckett@sierracollege.edu  
Class schedule: TTh 12:30-1:50pm @ C 005 
Office Hours:  Thursdays, 2:00-3:00pm @ Library Coffee Shop 
 
Disclaimer: this syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.  
 

Course Description 
Description: According to the Catalog, HIST 50 is a “Survey to 1500 of the political, economic, social, 
geographic, and religious/philosophical characteristics of the major world civilizations and the 
interactions among these civilizations.”  

This section in particular will focus on a couple of different things. First, it will privilege broad historical 
narratives over detailed timelines, migrations and movement over static national or regional histories, 
and canonical literature over a smattering of curated primary sources. This is done in hopes of facilitating 
a broad exposure to ancient history and ideas, as well as cultural literacy. Secondly, I will spend a lot of 
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time discussing horses and equestrian cultures, which will tie the class to my own research work and give 
students a comparative understanding of global equestrian cross-cultural evolution.  

In working toward these goals, you will be asked to read and think about the course material ahead of 
time.  During discussions, you will not be graded on what you say.  Rather, by sharing your insights and 
questions, you can contribute to our larger effort to explore history as a field of knowledge based on 
thoughtfully-interpreted evidence. 

Course Student Learning Outcomes 
1. Investigate major political, economic and social changes with emphasis on culture, race, class, 

gender and ethnicity  
2. Compose coherent, persuasive academic historical arguments using correct academic citation 

methods  
3. Differentiate primary and secondary sources and how each are used to make historical claims  
4. Analyze the role of geography in the economic and political development in its place in the world. 

Textbooks and Equipment 
Required for Purchase (bookstore or online):  

• Joseph Campbell, Hero with a Thousand Faces, 3rd Edition (ISBN 978-1577315933) 
• Eugene Berger, World History: Cultures, States, and Societies to 1500, Edition 17 (ISBN 978-

1975003579) (you can download this here: https://oer.galileo.usg.edu/history-textbooks/2/) 

Computer Software, Hardware, and Literacy Requirements 
Students must be able to use Canvas, the internet, word processing software. YOU ARE EXPECTED TO 
HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS FOR THIS COURSE TO CHECK THE WEEKLY MATERIAL. YOU WILL ALSO NEED TO 
UPLOAD ONE OR MORE EXAM ESSAYS, WRITTEN OUTSIDE CLASS, INTO CANVAS.  If you will be using 
Sierra campus computers, plan for the necessary time to ensure your work is timely.  

Attendance and Drop Policy  
To keep the class roster up-to-date, I will drop students who do not attend the first day of class, as well as 
anyone who misses more than one class before the Add/Drop deadline without emailing me beforehand 
with a valid excuse. After that, I will clear the roster of non-participating students approximately once a 
month.  “Non-participating” includes students who attend class but miss turning in assignments and/or 
taking exams.  It is your responsibility to notify me of your absences to avoid being dropped. 

More generally, this course will follow Sierra College’s attendance policy, which can be accessed here: 
http://catalog.sierracollege.edu/student-resources/admission-enrollment/student-enrollment-
attendance/  

Course Expectations 
There are four components to your overall grade: the syllabus and plagiarism quizzes (10%), reading 
journals (20%), the poster presentation (20%), and three take-home exams (50%). 
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Syllabus and Plagiarism Quizzes (5% each, for a total of 10% of course grade): Students must complete 
two online quizzes: one on the syllabus, the other on plagiarism. Students MUST score a perfect score on 
both quizzes to get credit. The Syllabus Quiz is due September 8th, and the Plagiarism Review Quiz is due 
September 29th.   

Reading Journals (13 quizzes, lowest 3 are dropped, so 10 quizzes at 2% each, 20% of total grade): For 
each weekly reading assignment, students must open that week’s reading “quiz” and answer several 
questions about it. These quizzes are loosely graded and are intended to get you to think about and 
analyze each source. Each quiz can be found on Canvas. They are due at 11:59pm on Sunday before class.  

Digital Presentation (20% of grade) – Students will present a PowerPoint (5 slides minimum) or a 
Photoshop collage on a class-relevant topic of their choice during the week most appropriate to that 
topic. Please see the assignment labeled “Digital Presentation” for more information.  

Take-Home Exams (three exams . . . first and second exams are worth 15% each, the final is worth 20%, 
for a total of 50% of the overall grade): Students must complete three take-home exams during the 
course of the semester. These will require researched, typed, and proofed responses to one or two essay 
questions that I will distribute to the class two weeks in advance of the due date. Each essay will require a 
1000-word response. Students will answer one required question that encompasses that unit’s readings 
and may then choose one of two questions based on lecture and textbook topics.  

Students should treat these essays like any other formal paper – although students should be able to 
answer the questions using only course lectures and materials, they should endeavor to polish their 
writing and organize their papers around a thesis statement. These will be submitted through the 
appropriate Turnitin.com links on the course website. All papers will be submitted and graded 
electronically via Canvas. No email submissions are allowed!  

Grading Breakdown 
Use the following course grade scale to obtain a letter grade:  90% =A, 80% = B, 70% =C, 60%=D, Under 
60%=F 

Make-Ups/Incompletes/Extra Credit 
No make-up quizzes will be allowed, but since the lowest quiz grades are dropped students can miss up 
to three source quizzes without penalty. Students who turn in the take-home exams or the poster 
presentations late will lose 10% of their grade the first day it is late, and 10% each subsequent day. 
Projects or reports turned in over 5 days late but before December 13th at 11:59pm Pacific Time will 
receive up to half credit. Any work turned in AFTER 12:01am on December 14th will NOT be graded. 

Students can receive a grade bump (up to 5%) by doing the following: 

1. Show up on Halloween dressed as an historical figure or person who would have lived during the 
last 500 years (2.5%) 

2. Do everything in #1, PLUS receive the most votes for “Best costume” in the class (another 2.5%). 
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Course Policies 
NO LAPTOPS, CELL PHONES, OR TABLETS ARE ALLOWED IN CLASS!!! There are pedagogical reasons for 
this. Also, it is a history class, and physical media matters.  

I’m pretty liberal when it comes to tardiness. But I will take attendance during every class, and if you are 
not there when I call roll, as far as I am concerned, you are not there. I’m not going back and doing it 
again. That includes me taking roll on the first day. Once the airplane doors are closed, we’re taking off. 

Outside of office hours, I am generally available through email.  Please refer to my email etiquette guide.  

Do NOT talk or whisper during class. It is extremely annoying and prevents me from doing my job.  

Please do NOT wear headphones in class.  

 

Plagiarism Policy  

Sierra College, as a community-oriented, open-door, educational institution whose purpose is to educate 
and enlighten those members of the community who seek knowledge, cannot and will not tolerate 
academic dishonesty. Therefore, UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL ACADEMIC DISHONESTY BE TOLERATED IN MY 

CLASS. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR UNDERSTANDING WHAT DOES AND DOES NOT CONSTITUTE PLAGIARISM. PLAGIARIZED 
PAPERS WILL AUTOMATICALLY RECEIVE A ZERO (0) GRADE. 
 
Please note that ALL written essays MUST be submitted via the appropriate Canvas link to Turnitin.com. I 
will NOT grade the assignment otherwise. No exceptions. 

Please read the following for more info: http://catalog.sierracollege.edu/student-resources/academic-
standards-policies-procedures/students-rights-responsibilities/honesty-academic-work/  
 
For more information on how historians (and history professors) define plagiarism, please read the AHA 
circular on “Defining Plagiarism”: https://www.historians.org/teaching-and-learning/teaching-resources-
for-historians/plagiarism-curricular-materials-for-history-instructors/defining-plagiarism  

 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
Disability Support Programs and Services (DSPS) provides a variety of academic support services to 
students with disabilities, such as individualized counseling, priority registration, evaluation of learning 
disabilities, and much more. The mission of DSPS is to promote participation and accessibility to all 
aspects of Sierra College's programs and activities, thereby ensuring students with disabilities have the 
opportunity to participate fully in their educational experience through appropriate and reasonable 
accommodations.  

For more information on how to apply for DSPS services, please contact: 
https://www.sierracollege.edu/student-services/support-programs/dsps/index.php  
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Emergency Procedures 
Every classroom contains a red and white folder containing information about different security 
situations and how to handle them. Identify where it is and where the nearest exit is located. Please also 
see the attached “Emergency Procedures” supplement to this syllabus. Please save it to your phone or 
tablet so that it’s always with you. 

Free Counseling Available 
Everyone needs help sometimes. I’ve needed it, many of my friends and family members have needed it, 
and there is absolutely no shame in seeking it.  

Sierra College offers free, personal short-term mental health counseling to help create strategies to 
resolve your concerns. If your concern requires longer-term counseling, psychotherapy, or more 
specialized services, counselors will help you find and connect to appropriate and affordable campus and 
community resources. All counseling services are confidential except as mandated by law.  

Same day appointments are available for crises.  

Please drop by the counseling office or call for assistance. If you are experiencing any of the following, 
please don't hesitate to contact counseling for support: addictions, anger management, anxiety, 
depression, eating disorders, family conflicts, gender and sexuality, interpersonal conflicts, motivation, 
panic attacks, relationships, self-injury, stress, substance, abuse, and suicide 

If you are experiencing a mental health emergency, please call 911.  

At the Rocklin Campus: Visit room L 150, or call (916) 660-7400  

Fall and Spring Hours: M-Th: 8:00am - 5:30pm, F: 8:00am - 5:00pm  

Title IX: Sexual & Domestic Violence Support Number Hours M - F 8 to 5 Calls will be returned within one 
business day. 

Website: https://www.sierracollege.edu/student-services/counseling/personal-counseling.php  
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Course Schedule 

For the week 
starting . . . 

We will discuss . . . And for next week you 
should read . . . 

Class Notes/  
Assignments Due: 

August 27 Intro to History 
 

 No quiz this week! 

September 3 
 

Early Man and American 
Migrations 

Epic of Gilgamesh 
[Tablets I - III] 

 

September 10 Mesopotamia Epic of Gilgamesh 
[Tablets IV - VII] 

 

September 17 Ancient Egypt Epic of Gilgamesh 
[Tablets VIII - XII] 

 

September 24 Ancient India and China Ramayama: the Legend 
of Prince Rama 

 

October 1 
 

Ancient Greece Antigone [COMPLETE] Take-Home Exam #1 due 
September 29 

October 8 
 

The Rise and Fall of Rome  Analects [Introduction, 
Books I – VII] 

 

October 15 
 

Zoroastrianism, Judaism, 
and Christianity 

Analects [Books VIII – 
XIII] 

NO CLASS ON 10/17 
No presentations this week. 

October 22 
 

The Unification of China Analects [Books XIV – 
XX] 

 

October 29 
 

The Dark Ages and 
Byzantium 

Campbell, pp.1-80 Take-Home Exam #2 due 
November 3 

November 5 Conquests: Vikings and 
Crusades 

Campbell, pp.81-215 NO CLASS ON 11/7 
No presentations this week. 

November 12 
 

N/A Campbell, pp.219-270  

November 19 
 

The Rise of Islam  Campbell, pp.271-338   

November 26 Sub-Saharan Africa, Pacific 
World, and Mesoamerica 

Ginzburg [start] NO CLASS ON 11/26. 🦃 🦃 🦃 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!  

December 3 Genghis Khan; pre-modern 
China 

Ginzburg [finish]  

December 10 
 

Europe in 1500 Whatever you want! Final Exam due December 13 

 


