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These Gold Rush-era miners are panning for gold in 1850. The 1849 Gold Rush didn’t just bring thousands 
of people into California . . . it transformed the United States and lit the fuse that led to Civil War. 

History 17A: History of the United States to 1877 (Fall 2019) 
Sections 41402 
Instructor: Dr. Matt Luckett 
Email:  mluckett@sierracollege.edu  
Class schedule: TTh 8:00-9:20am @ W 104  
Office Hours:  Thursdays, 2-3pm @ Library Coffee Shop 
 
Disclaimer: this syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.  
 

Course Description 
Description: History of the United States to 1877. Emphasis on national political, economic, intellectual, 
and social trends and their impact on constitutional law; industrialization and urbanization; evolution of 
American ethnic, cultural and racial pluralism; and role of United States in world affairs. Also addresses 
California state and local issues in a broad, national context.  
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In working toward these goals, you will be asked to read and think about the course material ahead of 
time.  During discussions, you will not be graded on what you say.  Rather, by sharing your insights and 
questions, you can contribute to our larger effort to explore history as a field of knowledge based on 
thoughtfully-interpreted evidence. 

Course Student Learning Outcomes 
1. Analyze the role of geography in the economic and political development in America and its place 

in a global context  
2. Compose coherent, persuasive historical argument using correct academic citation methods  
3. Differentiate primary and secondary sources and how each are used to make historical claims  
4. Investigate major political, economic and social changes in the United States with emphasis on 

the roles of racial and ethnic minority groups  
5. Investigate the origins of the American Constitution and its impact on American cultural 

developments with emphasis on race, class, gender and/or ethnicity 

Textbooks and Equipment 
Required for Purchase (bookstore or online):  

• Eric Foner, Voices of Freedom: A Documentary History, Volume 1, 5th Edition (ISBN 978-
0393614497) 

• James Roark, The American Promise, Concise Edition, Volume 1, 6th Edition (ISBN 978-
1319042738) 

Computer Software, Hardware, and Literacy Requirements 
Students must be able to use Canvas, the internet, word processing software. YOU ARE EXPECTED TO 
HAVE COMPUTER ACCESS FOR THIS COURSE TO CHECK THE WEEKLY MATERIAL. YOU WILL ALSO NEED TO 
UPLOAD ONE OR MORE EXAM ESSAYS, WRITTEN OUTSIDE CLASS, INTO CANVAS.  If you will be using 
Sierra campus computers, plan for the necessary time to ensure your work is timely.  

Attendance and Drop Policy  
To keep the class roster up-to-date, I will drop students who do not attend the first day of class, as well as 
anyone who misses more than one class before the Add/Drop deadline without emailing me beforehand 
with a valid excuse. After that, I will clear the roster of non-participating students approximately once a 
month.  “Non-participating” includes students who attend class but miss turning in assignments and/or 
taking exams.  It is your responsibility to notify me of your absences to avoid being dropped. 

Students with five or more absences will be considered “non-participating” students and will be dropped.  

More generally, this course will follow Sierra College’s attendance policy, which can be accessed here: 
http://catalog.sierracollege.edu/student-resources/admission-enrollment/student-enrollment-
attendance/  
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Course Expectations 
There are five equal components to your overall grade: source evaluations (20%), weekly content quizzes 
(20%), the local historical artifact paper (20%), academic history oral book report (20%), and a take-home 
final (20%). 

Weekly Content Quizzes (13 quizzes, lowest 3 are dropped, so 10 quizzes at 2% of your grade, or 20%): 
Every week, students will complete a timed 10 question quiz online over that week’s material. Students 
will have 30 minutes to complete the quiz. Each quiz will be due at 11:59pm Pacific on Sunday night. 

Source Quizzes (13 quizzes, lowest 3 are dropped, so 10 quizzes at 2% each, 20% of total grade): For 
each primary source reading assignment, students must select one document and complete a primary 
source quiz on it. These quizzes are loosely graded and are intended to get you to think about and 
analyze each source. Each quiz can be found on Canvas. They are due at 11:59pm on Sunday before class. 

Local Historical Artifact Paper (20% of total grade) – This 1,000-word paper is due April 28th. See the 
assignment on Canvas entitled “Local Historical Artifact Paper” below for more information. 

Academic Monograph Oral Book Report (one report with supporting evidence, 20% of total grade): 
Students must read a scholarly historical monograph for this assignment and give an in-class presentation 
about the book, its argument, and its contribution to historical literature. Students will select a week 
during which they will present that must correspond with that week’s topic. They will also fill out an 
online worksheet. See the assignment on Canvas entitled “Oral Book Report” for more information. 

Take-Home Final (20% of grade): Finally, students must complete and submit a take-home final, due at 
11:59pm on Thursday, December 6th. The paper should be about 1000 words long, and it should answer 
one of the prompts posted on the Canvas site.  

All papers will be submitted and graded electronically via Canvas. No email submissions are allowed!  

Grading Breakdown 
Use the following course grade scale to obtain a letter grade:  450-500 points =A, 400-449 = B, 350-399 
=C, 300-349=D, 0-299=F 
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Make-Ups/Incompletes/Extra Credit 
No make-up quizzes will be allowed, but since the lowest quiz grades are dropped students can miss up 
to three source quizzes without penalty. Students who turn in the take-home exams or the poster 
presentations late will lose 10% of their grade the first day it is late, and 10% each subsequent day. 
Projects or reports turned in over 5 days late but before December 13th at 11:59pm Pacific Time will 
receive up to half credit. Any work turned in AFTER 12:01am on December 14th will NOT be graded. 

Students can receive a grade bump (up to 5%) by doing the following: 

1. Show up on Halloween dressed as an historical figure or person who would have lived during the 
last 500 years (2.5%) 

2. Do everything in #1, PLUS receive the most votes for “Best costume” in the class (another 2.5%). 

Course Policies 
NO LAPTOPS, CELL PHONES, OR TABLETS ARE ALLOWED IN CLASS!!! There are pedagogical reasons for 
this. Also, it is a history class, and physical media matters.  

I’m pretty liberal when it comes to tardiness. But I will take attendance during every class, and if you are 
not there when I call roll, as far as I am concerned, you are not there. I’m not going back and doing it 
again. That includes me taking roll on the first day. Once the airplane doors are closed, we’re taking off. 

Outside of office hours, I am generally available through email.  Please refer to my email etiquette guide.  

Do NOT talk or whisper during class. It is extremely annoying and prevents me from doing my job.  

Please do NOT wear headphones in class.  

Plagiarism Policy  

Sierra College, as a community-oriented, open-door, educational institution whose purpose is to educate 
and enlighten those members of the community who seek knowledge, cannot and will not tolerate 
academic dishonesty. Therefore, UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL ACADEMIC DISHONESTY BE TOLERATED IN MY 

CLASS. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR UNDERSTANDING WHAT DOES AND DOES NOT CONSTITUTE PLAGIARISM. PLAGIARIZED 
PAPERS WILL AUTOMATICALLY RECEIVE A ZERO (0) GRADE. 
 
Please note that ALL written essays MUST be submitted via the appropriate Canvas link to Turnitin.com. I 
will NOT grade the assignment otherwise. No exceptions. 

Please read the following for more info: http://catalog.sierracollege.edu/student-resources/academic-
standards-policies-procedures/students-rights-responsibilities/honesty-academic-work/  
 
For more information on how historians (and history professors) define plagiarism, please read the AHA 
circular on “Defining Plagiarism”: https://www.historians.org/teaching-and-learning/teaching-resources-
for-historians/plagiarism-curricular-materials-for-history-instructors/defining-plagiarism  
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Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
Disability Support Programs and Services (DSPS) provides a variety of academic support services to 
students with disabilities, such as individualized counseling, priority registration, evaluation of learning 
disabilities, and much more. The mission of DSPS is to promote participation and accessibility to all 
aspects of Sierra College's programs and activities, thereby ensuring students with disabilities have the 
opportunity to participate fully in their educational experience through appropriate and reasonable 
accommodations.  

For more information on how to apply for DSPS services, please contact: 
https://www.sierracollege.edu/student-services/support-programs/dsps/index.php  

Emergency Procedures 
Every classroom contains a red and white folder containing information about different security 
situations and how to handle them. Identify where it is and where the nearest exit is located. Please also 
see the attached “Emergency Procedures” supplement to this syllabus. Please save it to your phone or 
tablet so that it’s always with you. 

Free Counseling Available 
Everyone needs help sometimes. I’ve needed it, many of my friends and family members have needed it, 
and there is absolutely no shame in seeking it.  

Sierra College offers free, personal short-term mental health counseling to help create strategies to 
resolve your concerns. If your concern requires longer-term counseling, psychotherapy, or more 
specialized services, counselors will help you find and connect to appropriate and affordable campus and 
community resources. All counseling services are confidential except as mandated by law.  

Same day appointments are available for crises.  

Please drop by the counseling office or call for assistance. If you are experiencing any of the following, 
please don't hesitate to contact counseling for support: addictions, anger management, anxiety, 
depression, eating disorders, family conflicts, gender and sexuality, interpersonal conflicts, motivation, 
panic attacks, relationships, self-injury, stress, substance, abuse, and suicide 

If you are experiencing a mental health emergency, please call 911.  

At the Rocklin Campus: Visit room L 150, or call (916) 660-7400  

Fall and Spring Hours: M-Th: 8:00am - 5:30pm, F: 8:00am - 5:00pm  

Title IX: Sexual & Domestic Violence Support Number Hours M - F 8 to 5 Calls will be returned within one 
business day. 

Website: https://www.sierracollege.edu/student-services/counseling/personal-counseling.php  
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Course Schedule 

For the week 
starting . . . 

We will discuss . . . And for next week you 
should read . . . 

Class Notes/  
Assignments Due: 

August 27 Syllabus, course 
introductions 

Foner, Chapter 1 No quiz this week! 

September 2 
 

Pre-Columbian Europe Foner, Chapter 2  

September 9 Age of Discovery  Foner, Chapter 3 
 

 

September 16 Founding of the British 
Colonies  

Foner, Chapter 4  

September 23 Growth of the British 
Colonies  

Foner, Chapter 5  

September 30 
 

Becoming American  Foner, Chapter 6  

October 7 
 

The Spanish Frontier  Foner, Chapter 7  

October 14 
 

The French Frontier Foner, Chapter 8 NO CLASS ON 10/17 
No presentations this week. 

October 21 
 

California and Comancheria Foner, Chapter 10  

October 28 
 

The Road to Independence Foner, Chapter 11  

November 4 American Revolutions  
 

Foner, Chapter 12 NO CLASS ON 11/7 
No presentations this week. 

November 11 
 

Early Republics and the 
Steam Age  

Foner, Chapter 12  L.H.A. Paper due Nov. 17 

November 18 
 

Manifest Destiny and 
Westward Expansion 

Foner, Chapter 13  

November 25 The Sectional Crisis Foner, Chapter 14 NO CLASS ON 11/26. 🦃 🦃 🦃 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!  

December 2 The Civil War Foner, Chapter 15  
 

December 9 
 

Reconstruction and Beyond Nothing . . . but please 
keep reading!!! 

Take-Home Final due Dec. 13 

 


